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ABSTRACT

Traditional buildings basically include natural and autochthonous construction materials and are built
with sustainable construction techniques. The knowledge of these materials’s state and construction
techniques is required for a proper conservation/renovation work. It is well known that the lack of
maintenance is one of the main causes that contribute to the high degree of degradation that the
Portuguese traditional buildings unfortunately have. That degradation may even compromise the
overall structural integrity of the building thus reducing its lifetime’s expectation. Meanwhile, a
partial or even full demolition of a building is still an often occurrence in the Portuguese context.
From a sustainable and building heritage perspectives that practise may be inadequate. Taking into
account that generally the degradation problems are linked with roof’s leaking anomalies and that the
structural components of the roof tend to be the first ones to be affected, this timber structural roof
components of Portuguese dwellings were the object of the research work here presented.
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